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Proposed Itinerary Crafted Especially For

Pontifical North American College
Led by Fr. Edward Linton, O.S.B.

Director, Institute for Continuing Theological Education
Elizabeth Lev, Art historian, Author, Lecturer, and Guide
“Monasteries of the French Pilgrimage Routes”
Six-Day Pilgrimage to Burgundy
November 9 - 14, 2025

Lyon ( Dijon ( Vézelay ( Fontenay ( Cîteaux ( Autun ( Beaune

Paray-le-Monial ( Cluny (Macon

PILGRIMAGE INCLUSIONS:

· Lodging: Five (5) nights’ accommodation in single rooms with private facilities in three-star-class hotels throughout.

· Meals: Breakfast and dinner daily, including mineral water and glass of wine at dinners.
· All local tourist taxes are included.

· Wisper’s (individual Headsets)

· Donation for Paray-le-Monial Sanctuary.

· Entrance fees to Fontenay Abbey, Citeaux Abbey, Beaune Hospices, Cluny Abbey.

· Meals and accommodation for the bus driver.
· Baggage handling (one piece per person – subject to availability. 
· Tour Management and Guiding services: By Elizabeth Lev.
· Coordination of daily liturgies.
· Peter’s Way travel documents, travel wallet, luggage tags, name badge, and travel bag.

· Liability Insurance: Two-million-dollar Peter’s Way Tours Inc. Liability Insurance coverage.

EXCLUSIONS:

· Health, trip cancellation/interruption or baggage insurance. All are strongly recommended. Peter’s Way Tours offers a comprehensive policy at additional cost.

· Passport & visa costs, if any. 

· U.S. Passports must be valid for at least six (6) months after return date.
· Items of a personal nature (hotel extras, laundry, phone calls, etc.).

· Meals not specified in the program.

· Gratuities to bus driver.
· Items not specifically mentioned above.
· Gratuities to the guide

A special invitation to join
Pontifical North American College
Led by Fr. Edward Linton, O.S.B.

Director, Institute for Continuing Theological Education
Elizabeth Lev, Art historian, Author, Lecturer, and Guide
“France and it’s Abbeys”
Six-Day Pilgrimage

November 9 - 14, 2025
Lyon ( Dijon ( Vézelay ( Fontenay ( Cîteaux ( Autun ( Beaune

Paray-le-Monial ( Cluny (Macon
I T I N E R A R Y
Day 1, November 9, Sunday: Arrive in Lyon or Geneva
Afternoon:
Upon arrival at Lyon or Geneva Airport, claim our luggage, and meet a meet our bus driver as we exit baggage claim. Board a private touring bus and we will be on our way to Dijon for hotel Check-in.

Evening:
Dinner and overnight at Hotel Ibis Styles Dijon Central. 


(D)
Day 2, November 10, Monday: Dijon ( Vézelay ( Fontenay ( Dijon
Morning:
Buffet breakfast at hotel.
Discovery of the City of Dijon and especially the Chartreuse Chapel in the nowadays Hospital. Late morning we’ll continue to Vezelay (130 km – 2h). 

Indpendent lunch in Veselay.
Afternoon:
Take the time for a cultural stop in Vézelay in the heart of the Burgundy region, 2h 40m from Paris. Discover the medieval village and the Basilica dedicated to Saint Mary Magdalene. This true romanesque masterpiece is listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage site. You'll be welcomed there by the Monastic Fraternity of Jerusalem. Their beautiful offices are a reminder of the chants of the ancient pilgrims. Stroll in the medieval streets of Vézelay, a charming and peaceful village. (Possible of Eucharitc Celebration).
Important place of pilgrimage since the Middle Ages, Vézelay and its basilica are the point of departure for one of the ways of Santiago de Compostela. Illustrious persons such as Saint Bernard (founder of the order of Cistercian monks) and the king Richard the Lion Hearted preached here during the crusades. 
We’ll then continue to Fontenay (70 km – 1h 20m). Visit of the Abbey of Fontenay, one of the oldest monasteries of the Cistercian order, located north-east of Dijon. Founded in 1118 by saint Bernard, it is still intact after eight centuries of history. Harmony, simplicity, and sparseness recall the spirit of the Cistercians who built and lived in this building for several centuries. More than 300 monks lived here at its height in the 12th and 13th centuries. Following the French Revolution in 1789, the Abbey was bought, and the monks were forced out. Except for the refectory, all the rooms retain their original function: the church, dormitory, cloister, chapter room, heating room, forge, and room for the monks. The preservation of the site and the beauty of the valley surroundings are reason for the classification as World Heritage in UNESCO’s listing in 1981. Each year more than 120,000 visitors from around the world come to admire the buildings of the abbey nestled in a green setting of its gardens. Return to Dijon (72 km – 1h 25m).
Evening:
Dinner and overnight at Hotel Ibis Styles Dijon Central. 

(B,D)
Day 3, November 11, Tuesday: Dijon ( Citeaux ( Autun ( Beaune
Morning:
Buffet breakfast at hotel.


This morning, we’ll depart for Citeaux (27km – 45 min). South of Dijon, the Abbey of Citeaux is the mother-house of the Cistercian Order.  There are about 35 brothers here, ranging from 30 to 90 years old. It all began in 1098 when a group of monks leave the Abbey of Molesme to found the new community at Citeaux with Saint Robert, their abbot.  The entire Cistercian family stems from this foundation.  The Cistercians separated from the Benedictines, aspiring to greater poverty and solitude. A century later Saint Bernard founded the Abbey of Clairvaux in the same spirit, bringing a rich spirituality to the order.  Solitude being an important point, silence is also present in the Cistercian life, favoring prayer at all times.  Community prayer brings together the monks seven times throughout the day and in the middle of the night.  As with the Benedictines, the Cistercians work for their living.  The Abbey of Citeaux makes cheese similar to reblochon.  It is for sale in the monastery store. Continue to Autun (80 km – 1h 45m). Indepenent lunch in Autun.
Afternoon:
We’ll visit the beautiful Saint-Lazare Cathedral. (Possible of Eucharitc Celebration).

Conitnue to Beaune (48km – 1h) for hotel check-in.


Dinner at hotel resaturant.

Evening
Overnight at Hotel Ibis Style Beaune Centre.


(B,D)

Day 4, November 12, Wednesday: Beaune 
Morning:
Buffet breakfast at hotel.
Today we’ll have a Panoramic Tour of the city of Beaune: the walls, the historic center and the Collegiate Notre Dame de Beaune. Dated 12th century, this collegiate stands out by its original facade front, with Romanesque architecture and the roof covering the imperial steeple. Visit of the Hospices Museum. The city is famous for this former charitable almshouse. The Hôtel-Dieu was founded on 4 August 1443, when Burgundy was ruled by Duke Philip the Good. Nicolas Rolin, the Duke's Chancellor, and his wife Guigone de Salins, responded by building a hospital and refuge for the poor. An important charity wine auction is still held here each year in November. (Possible of Eucharitc Celebration).
Independent lunch and afternoon at leisure.

Dinner at hotel resaturant.

Evening
Overnight at Hotel Ibis Style Beaune Centre.


(B,D)

Day 5, November 13, Thursday: Beaune ( Paray-le-Monial ( Cluny ( Macon
Morning:
Buffet breakfast at hotel.

Today we’ll leave to the Sanctuary of Paray-le-Monial (110km – 2h). 
Pilgrimage to the Sanctuary of Paray-le-Monial, where the Sacred Heart of Jesus has been evoked since the Church-recognized 17th century apparitions of Christ took place. The sanctuary is administered by the Community of the Emmanuel which spreads the message of the infinite love of Jesus throughout the world. Sessions for youth and families are organized during the summer. These gatherings bring together more than 15,000 people each year. A member of the "Charismatic Renewal", the Community of the Emmanuel is young, dynamic and missionary. During this pilgrimage, you'll be shown a presentation of the apparitions and of the message of the Christ and offered a time of prayer. You'll visit the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, the Chapel of the Apparitions and the Chapel Saint-Claude-la-Colombière. Possibility to meet with one of the priests in charge of the sanctuary. (Possible of Eucharitc Celebration).
In 1671, Marguerite Alacoque entered the monastery of the visitation in Paray-le-Monial. After several apparitions, Christ showed her his heart telling her: "my Divine Heart has exalted love for mankind and for you especially." Sister Marguerite Marie felt called to make known the devotion to the Sacred Heart. She also began the practice of the Holy Hour shortly before dying on October 17, 1690, saying the name of Jesus. Since then, the sanctuary of Paray-le-Monial has been dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Many families have been consecrated to Him.


Independent lunch.

Afternoon:
We’ll continue to Cluny (52 miles — 1h).

Stroll on your own in the medieval city of Cluny and visit the abbey. After our visit we’ll continue to Macon for hotel check-in.

Dinner at hotel resaturant.

Evening
Overnight at Hotel Macon Sud.


(B,D)

Day 6, November 14, Friday: Return to Rome
Morning:
Buffet breakfast at hotel.

This morning, we’ll be transferred to Lyon or Geneva Airport for our return flight to Rome.
